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P1: [Inaudible segment] =Investment Coalition=. And only thing [inaudible segment] we would 

have a schedule of a share, the next few meetings. Umm, the next one is actually April 30
th
, on 

Saturday. Umm, as well as some additional information about the whole project and we happen 

to answer questions at the end of the program. 

I: Should we come back to you? Because it look like you’re… 

(Laughter) 

I: That’s quite alright. 

P2: I am James also from =NCRC=. Here taking notes today. 

P3: Hi! [Inaudible segment] lived here for a year and a half. [Inaudible segment] 

I: You said the stores are easy to get to? I couldn’t hear you. 

P3: Yea. It’s easy to get to. [Inaudible segment] a lot of prostitutes all over the streets… 

[Inaudible segment] you come out the house and that’s what you [Inaudible segment] 

I: Hmm, Okay. Thank you. 

P4:  I am [Inaudible segment] from department =Housing of Community Development.= 

P5: Hey my name is =Michelle=. 

I: Hi. 

P5: I’ve been living here…I use to live on =Walter Street= when I was a little girl. I like to 

[Inaudible segment] of the neighborhood. I don’t like their services. 

I: can you give me some specific examples when you say that. 

P5: Like some stores you go in they watch you [Inaudible segment] you know, it’s 

uncomfortable. I mean, how can I shop? If you’re watching me everywhere I go. I know some 

people steal, but I am too scared to steal. 

(Laughter) 

P5: Than if someone over there stealing, they watching me. 
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I: Right, I hear you. Thank you. 

I: Yes. 

P6: [Inaudible segment] 

P7: Good evening, I am =Margie= [Inaudible segment] with the department of =Housing 

Community and Development=. 

P8: Umm, my name is =Hannah=. I’ve been living in the neighborhood for about five years. 

Umm, [Inaudible segment] a lot of things that are happening in the neighborhood... Umm, I 

guess the one thing that is a little discouraging [Inaudible segment] are a lot younger. Just passed 

school age, kids hanging around... So, you know more activities for them. Umm, [Inaudible 

segment] 

I: Okay. I hear ya. Well thanks for sharing with us tonight. 

I: Yes. 

P8: My name is =Noinie Harris= and I’ve been living in the area more than five years, I am 

familiar with the area. And there is much I have to say about this area [Inaudible segment] cost 

in any area in =DC= or =Maryland=, it’s always something going on in each neighborhood. It’s 

just a…you know? People are identifying what’s going on and taking care of the issue. 

I: Okay. 

P9: My name is =Sean Harris=. Umm, I also live in the neighborhood for approximately five 

years. But what I like about the neighborhood is, it’s convenient. As far as getting uptown as 

well as downtown … Umm and the bus services are pretty consistent.  Umm, what I don’t 

like…what I don’t like is, one of my favorite stores they took away, which was the =Wholesale 

Liquidators= business. They had everything in here that fulfilled my needs. That’s basically it. 

P8: What about the police harassment? 

P9: Oh yea, the police harassment. Uh, at times, I guess because our [Inaudible segment] 

whatever the case may be. 

P8: A lot of times I have been harassed by police. 

P9: Yea, she has been harassed and pulled over and searched, things like that. And I am a tax 

payer. And I’ve paid… we have a house and we have responsibilities. And I feel like that was 

not included in the package. That’s basically it. 

I: Thank you for sharing that opinion. 

I: Yes sir. 
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P10: [Inaudible segment] 

I: I am sorry, can you please speak up a little bit. 

P10: My name is =Michael Thomas=. I lived in the area since I was about four years old on 

=Oak Street=. 

I: Um hm. 

P10: Only thing I don’t like about the area…I seen a lot of kids who supposed to be in school 

who are not in the school. And you try to ride the bus if you need to go somewhere to take care 

of your business. Kids on the bus are being so rude. I ask the bus driver can you say something 

or can he call transit, he look at me like nothing I can do about it. I say I do it; I pull my phone 

out in a minute and call the transit in a minute. I like the neighborhood it’s kind of quiet and all 

of that. Alright, thank you. 

I: Thank you. 

P11: Uh, my name is =Erin= [Inaudible segment]. I’ve been living in the area for about three or 

five years. Uh, the things I like the schools are very close to walking distance. Um, with the 

addition to the new rec. it gives the kids something to do in the afternoon and the weekends. Um, 

new modern convenient stores [Inaudible segment] in the area. Things I don’t like, um, for one is 

the drugs. For two, uh, we talking about the stores you go in being policed, we you’re going to 

buy things. You can just be reaching for something and they be like looking at you and two or 

three other cats be over there (Gathering Noise) (Laughter). And my other issue is with the 

police. They ride around [Inaudible segment]. They know who to talk to and who not to talk to. 

They see the people out there making business; they say “wussup” to them. They see the regular 

people walking, they say “where you going, what you doing”. 

I: Um hm. 

P11: “How long you been in the neighborhood”? None of your business, why? You have a 

warrant for me? 

(Laughter) 

P11: Uh, I think the last thing I can say is the cat problem. 

(Laughter) 

I: Huh, that’s the first time I heard that. The cat problem! 

P11: There are a lot. If you walk or cut through the alley and even if you take your trash out. You 

see like 2 or 3 cats, where there 2 or 3 cats just hanging out. It’s like 10 or 15 more. 

P12: Are you talking about alley cats or cats [Inaudible segments] 



5 | P a g e  

 

P11: Cats! Kittens, cats! 

(Laughter) 

[Cross talk] 

P12: What about the rats? 

[Inaudible segments] 

P13: In these buildings, they are not putting things down for the rats. Imma tell you, one day we 

came from out of town, it was a rat and we thought it was a cat. The rat was looking at us like, 

come on. 

(Laughter) 

P13: It’s ridiculous, it’s really ridiculous. 

I: Wow. 

P11: Yea, but besides from that. We had like 2 cats and some kittens. And we called the animal 

shelter to come get them because they affected her allergies and asthma. We had to literally bring 

them down because they don’t pick them up. And I said well, that’s like a inconvenience because 

if you’re not driving and you don’t have no cage to put them in. So, they was like you got to 

bring them in. So, I said I saw a raccoon out here numerous times walking. What do yall do 

about them. Well, we come get them. I said, what’s the difference between a raccoon and a cat? 

So, I mean that’s just my issue. 

I: Wow, okay thank you. 

(Laughter) 

P12: Hi, my name is =Dorsey Hansberg=. I’ve been in the area for about three, three and a half 

years. Um, I like the area, like he said it’s “convenient” for my kids to go to school. And the 

other problem I have is the drug problem. You come out your house; you see a bunch of young 

dudes sitting around. And then you got to say excuse me in order to get out the house. 

I: Um hm. 

P12: That’s the only thing I do not like. 

P13: Hi, I am =Danielle=. I’ve lived in the neighborhood for about three years. And before I tell 

you what I like and don’t like about the neighborhood…I am working on the cat problem. 

(Laughter) 
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P13: Getting all of the cats in the neighborhoods sprayed and neutered. But I am happy to talk to 

you more about that after. We can have our own cat focus group, if you want? 

(Laughter) 

P13: What I really like about the neighborhood, and I think probably the biggest one is the 

people who live here. Um, I live at other places in =DC= and other places in the country. And by 

far the neighbors here are the friendliest and more outgoing. I can walk up and down the street, 

wheter I am by myself or with friends walking my dogs. People always saying hi and stopping to 

chat. I think that’s what really makes me want to get more involve with things like this to help 

improve the neighborhood. I think the things I don’t like, are the things that other people have 

said. The youth that loiter around and you know they are up to something. Especially, when their 

hanging out at the park at 12, 1 o’ clock at night, making a lot of noise ripping the surface of the 

playground. There is a huge problem, people dumping out their trash or just people throwing out 

their trash on the side walk. The things I don’t like, are either things that can be fixed if they 

[Inaudible segment] I don’t know how you actually address that. But overall there are a lot of 

things I like. 

I: Thank you. And I know there were some people who came in, after we got started. Um, shall 

we start with you? Were just going around introducing ourselves and if you’re a resident of the 

neighborhood. Just sharing with the group what you like most about the neighborhood and what 

one thing you would like to change? What are some of things you would like to change? 

P14: I am =Deborah Queen=. I am with the= DC office of Planning= and I am the neighborhood 

[Inaudible segment] 

I: Okay, yea. 

P15: I am =Lucilla Bows=. I live across the street. Um, what I don’t like are the kids out here 

playing basketball late, late at night. [Inaudible segment] They need to try and do something 

about that. [Inaudible segment] 

I: We will get more in debt about changes. 

I: Yes, yes sir. 

P16: I am =Charles=. I’ve living around here for about two years. And I just came around here to 

see [inaudible segment]. I would like to see more police patrol. We got a lot of youth around 

here, and a lot things been happening with the youth around here. I just would like to see 

something happen. [Inaudible segment] um, we got a playground around here, but we need some 

more areas around here for the young kids. We got a lot of young people around here now, a lot 

of them. So we could get the school around here to make a recreation center, for the community 

there. This is a good one here, this nice, but across the tracks in Ivory City. 
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I: Um hmm, thank you. 

I: Hi! 

P17: I am Taffany. What was the question? 

I: The thing you like most about your neighborhood? And the thing you like least? 

P17: I think what I like most about it is the =West of DC= is still like neighborhood. I think what 

we can approve is liter and garbage and the fact that people have too much time on their hands. 

(Laughter) 

I: Alright, well thank you all for coming. Um, tonight we are going to talk a little bit about the 

different revitalization that’s going on right now in your neighborhood. And we are interested in 

learning from you on what you think about what’s going on. And I guess so the first question I 

have though is…just getting from you some thoughts...What are the changes you most likely to 

see change. 

P14: A lot of the properties that are vacant. That has been vacant for a long time, become not 

vacant. To either be fixed up, turned into single family homes. And some of them are better off 

torn down than to have a crumbled vacant structure. I think that would make it more vibrant. 

I: Any other thoughts of changes you would like to see, in terms of the neighborhood. Thinking 

about other parts of the city that has undergone revitalization efforts, Are there things you have 

seen that are in other parts of the city that you would to see here. Or is there anything in other 

parts of the city you know for a fact that you would like to avoid happening here? 

P11: Better stores. 

I: You like better stores? 

P11: More convenience. Uh, like off of =Pennsylvania= and =Minnesota= I think it’s an organic 

market. The area is okay but we don’t have something like that in this direction. 

I: yeah, that came up in another group. Need more opportunities for fresh fruit and vegetables. 

I: Other thoughts of different changes you would like to see here. You look like you want to say 

something. 

I want to say something but I can’t get the words that I want to say. But just to beautify the 

whole area. Whatever we need, like he said with the Organic...building the neighborhood where 

tourist can come and feel welcomed. 

I: I want to expand a little bit. When you say beautify the area let’s think of specifics. In terms of 

what you like to see. Obviously less liter, I am hearing that a lot. 
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P11: Yes, it’s less liter. I apologize it’s not really a lot of vacant houses… 

P14: better landscaping 

I: So more trees. 

P14: Their starting on =Bladensburg Road=, their doing a good job though. 

P17: Flowers. 

I: How’s the lighting. 

(Crowd stated, more lighting)  

I: So we talked so far about landscape, lighting and trash. Are there anything else you have 

concerns for? 

P11: [Inaudible segment] 

I: Oh, so you’re saying an accumulation of trash around carryout’s. Is that what you’re saying? 

P11: well not me myself, but I heard people say it. 

I: I think that might be the issue with the rat problem and cat problem. It’s just like a food chain. 

(Laughter) 

P16: One thing we need is programs to improve illiteracy, continuous education for adults 

[Inaudible segment] high school. Um, we have currently, roughly about a 70-77 percent of high 

school graduates in the Trinidad area. That didn’t graduate [Inaudible segment] illiterate. 

[Inaudible segment] for us to work infrastructure. They build a foundation so we can have these 

businesses and we can have the demands and have these tax cuts. And all they have to do is 

come in here pay no taxes because they are getting a credit, like it’s enough for us at all. 

[Inaudible segment]And they are paying us for infrastructure but yet they are 2/3 of the 

population over there and we only have a population of 600,000 people, a little bit over. Uh, the 

population of =DC= during the force of work is about two and a half of a million. But who is 

paying for the infrastructure? That’s something we need to do as a community too. Push to 

where we have a fair of amount of taxes coming back to us. [Inaudible segment] Were going to 

bring people from =Maryland=, =Virginia= [Inaudible segment] If the [Inaudible segment] 

support these businesses. [Inaudible segment]. In order for us to do that, we have to look at 

continuous education. I really…my pet-peeve for the last 25 years is the way the police perform 

their duties to the community; I am really not pleased at all. I have seen some of the examples of 

blatant abusive power. They’re there to protect and serve not to push people [Inaudible segment]. 

Like I said I live here for 25 years. And I am here because I love me community. I want to be 
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here for a positive contribute. I am retired school teacher. I am welling to dedicate my time to 

help. [Inaudible segment] 

I: Yes Ma’am. I saw you had your hand up. 

P18: [Inaudible segment] I think it should be more programs up here at the recreation. They 

closed down due to two gentlemen getting in an urtication. And I feel that it is messed up 

because they closed it down for the rest of the kids. You should ban them two because you still 

have kids that don’t have internet usage at home. That needs to come and do homework. This is 

what it’s for right? It’s nothing there that’s building a foundation. [Inaudible segment] You can't 

keep kids in the house all day long, that’s not going to happen. So if you open more programs for 

them, like the Trinidad recreation center. [Inaudible segment] But if you open up the programs it 

won’t give the police a chance to harass them. 

I: Okay. So what improvements you would like to see in your community in terms of improving 

the energy efficiency that you might have in your homes. Um, other home improvements that 

you might be able to take advantage of [Inaudible segment]. Uh, is the cost of energy a little 

more affordable for you? 

P14: One thing I kind of found very odd about all these weather resastion and green jobs things 

is a lot of people in this neighborhood is doing something to your house. And you can’t 

necessarily afford to hire someone to do all your home repairs. So if there were a program where 

people can learn to do things, because you have to buy the supplies and that might be your 

financial output. But to be able to do it yourself and to be able to reap financial awards and have 

lower energy bills and I think that would be a benefit as well. It seems like all the greater 

economy thing is to hire someone instead of doing it your own. 

P18: [Inaudible segment] 

I: Good point, thank you. 

P19: I have a question. 

I: Um hm.  

P19: I agree with [Inaudible segment] that it needs to be done. But I was wondering if we could 

do a partnership with [Inaudible segment] the art program. You know what the art program is? 

I: Um hm. 

P19: All the vocational schools around here [Inaudible segment] I can’t afford a moderate 

contractor. Okay kids, this is your final exam. [Inaudible segment] So, there getting a credit like 

a stipend from you to make a lifesaving. [Inaudible segment] we could really use the [Inaudible 

segment]. It seems like a great start. 
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P14: Do yall do the Christmas in April? You know what I am talking about? Yall don’t do that 

here? 

I: I don’t know what you are referring to, I am sorry. Could you explain? 

P14: [Clears throat] It’s like a program to where different contractors, like electrician 

contractors, plumbing contractors stuff like that. What they do is they have a lottery. They take a 

certain address and what they do is free of charge do a makeover on the house. And folks in the 

community volunteer. And that’s how one time I got a good construction job because I volunteer 

on Christmas on April, but it was in =Maryland=. That’s why I was curious whether or not it 

exist here. 

P10: It does exist.  

P14: You know what I am talking about? 

P10: Yea, my neighbor has done it a few times. 

I: Hmm, that’s a good idea. 

I: Any other thoughts on other types of ways we can sort of link these issues between jobs and 

greening and improving the neighborhood period. I think they are issues that are linked. 

P16:  I have tried to get a campaign to get neighbors to recycle more. Because I actually know a 

few neighbors that don’t recycle. Maybe they don’t have the information or why it is important. 

May some pamphlets can be put out or information so people can recycle. I would like to see 

something like that. 

P9: Last week, they were talking about considering building a cleaners or something. And they 

were having people in the community run. Is that still an option? 

I: Hm. 

P2: So, was this a focus group? 

P9: They was saying something that existed upstate =Nevada=. A new program they was running 

and it was running pretty good. I was curious if they were going to run that same program in our 

community. 

P2: So, one of the things we are looking at, there are lots of alternative models of business 

ownership. Usually when you think about a business you think of one person an entrepreneur 

launching a business all the time hiring people. But there are other models and other models are 

cooperative where a group of people all with the similar interest come together and become 

owners in that business. Which mean you own a share of it like any private corporation.  And 

what makes that kind of model work is where as part of putting together the business, you 
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actually go out and source some kind of agreement with some major corporation or federal 

agency. For example, using a laundry mat example. If you were able to secure some type of 

contract for the laundry mat, the health facility, the hospital will agree to fund say 3 million 

dollars, 5 million dollars’ worth of its laundry services out for your business. That agreement 

than is a contract in which you could go to any bank and get a loan. So you want your business 

on the base of this contract. There are lots of models like that, that are potential powerful for a 

community like this one. [Inaudible segment] A lot of people that are looking for employment 

and a lot of federal agency that does a large amount of contracting. One of the things that we are 

doing is looking at those models, specifically in this community to see what type of business 

models might can be developed. And one of the things we will be doing is talking broadly about 

them in some of the broader community meetings that we mentioned earlier on. We said this 

tends to be more and intimate conversation with you to find out what you think. [Inaudible 

segment]. Like someone said we have people her who does those jobs so why are we getting 

people to come in and do those jobs. [Inaudible segment]. So yes we will be talking about that a 

lot more. 

I: Um, let me kind of wrap this up in terms of the green aspect. Later on, we will be holding a 

community meeting around greening the community. And we want to know if you know any 

groups or individuals that maybe working in this area already? Maybe working in that subject 

area that we should include in such of a meeting. Do you know of anyone? 

[Inaudible segment] 

P20: Hi my name is =Derbey= [Inaudible segment]. And when I was younger we had a program 

where they will pick you up and take you to a field. And we grew fields and fields of vegetables 

and brought all of it back and like give it away. [Inaudible] It taught us how to grow things on 

our own. You might not have the money to go to the grocery store; you could just grow 

something and just dig it the next week. It was good! It really was. I think if we have more of 

that that would do pretty good. And also, the green thing um, I am a little iffy about that. The 

world is damage so much, that even if everybody in it went green it really wouldn’t do too much 

good.  

(Laughter) 

P20: I am just saying we have natural disasters every day. And I think it is a waste of money, to 

me. I think we really shouldn’t be worrying about go green. It’s not going to make that much 

difference. Okay recycling, I understand that one but… [Inaudible segment] 

P2: I just want to comment on that. What would be interesting as if somehow, someone could 

convince the =Friends of the Arboretum=?  

P20: I am a member of =Friends of Arboretum=. 
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P2: Great, so we would be convincing you. If the program would be planting over the 

neighborhood would be helping landscape. 

[Inaudible segment] 

P7: Tony is the social leader of the =Ivory City Garden Club=. 

P20: [Inaudible segment] community gardens, which I think is a huge opportunity. [Inaudible 

segment] We want to get the kids and stuff involved. [Inaudible segment] 

I: Okay, thank you. 

P16: [Inaudible segment] between the university. [Inaudible segment] Were always looking for 

internships for either those with bachelors or master’s program. [Inaudible segment] I’ve been 

working on this information [Inaudible segment] 

P8: I just don’t see me growing my vegetables in my backyard. It’s terrible, its nasty, its trashy. 

Who would want to grow vegetables in a filthy place like this? You can’t, it’s just not possible. 

First, people have to clean up there area. You don’t want to grow your vegetables next to weed 

bags and pot bags and dope needles. And that’s what surrounds you. Or rats, we have a terrible, 

terrible rat problem. They don’t feel like picking up the trash or they don’t feel like [Inaudible 

segment] it’s just simple and they get paid to do it. Like today, I was just on my front porch 

doing my whole sidewalk in which the street sweeper should be dong. [Inaudible segment]. They 

clean the alley before they clean my street. 

P12: Why we have to get a ticket because yal not doing yal jobs. [Inaudible segment] 

P8: To me the trash men get paid for nothing. They get paid more than my father and he’s a 

teacher. And that makes no sense to me either. 

P12: I grow vegetables in my backyard. 

I: So what is it about your backyard in terms, is it fenced? How is it that your backyard is not 

experiencing the same problems that her backyard is experiencing? 

P13: My backyard is fence and the garden part is fenced from to keep the dogs out of the garden 

part. Which are my dogs and they will trample over them and I wouldn’t want to eat them. 

(Laughter) 

I: I think I saw another hand over here. Thank you, yes. 

[Inaudible segment]’ 

P8:  A lot of apartments have not been finished. They are charging thousands to live in these 

apartments. I mean, they don’t have dishwasher, washer and dryer and you have unleveled land. 
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So, when it rains it comes through your house. So you got stuff damage and the landlords 

[Inaudible segment]. So a lot of things are not finished. And it been like that…like I said I’ve 

been living here for seven years. [Inaudible segment] There has been time when my kids want to 

go out and play but you have to look [Inaudible segment]. And it’s not fair. 

P21: I live on West Virginia and it’s pretty nice. When we first moved in on Halloween the 

ceiling fell in. The landlord said, the people upstairs did it. She never do anything. She never sent 

anybody for the mice. We practically fixed up the place ourselves. She always talking about 

she’s going to put you out, she’s going to serve us a notice. I am going to serve you a notice for 

court! And we have pictures and everything. It’s ridiculous! All you have to do is clean, but it’s a 

big rat nest next door where they pulled up a tree and never finished it. And when it gets dark 

you can see them out there. [Cross talk] Everyone knows when it starts getting dark get out of 

the way. 

[Cross talk] 

P21: The electric man was scared to touch our box. He said it was a hazard and it needed to be 

changed. They left it there. He said call the landlord, we call them [Inaudible segment]. He said 

get an apartment insurance because any moment there might be a fire. 

I: Wow. Yes, yes Ma’am. 

[Inaudible segment] The landlords cover things up and the stuff still be damage. 

I: When you hear…Thinking about improving the neighborhood. When you hear the word 

revitalization, what’s the first thing that comes to your mind when you hear that phrase? 

P8: Makeover! 

P10: Rebirth! 

P17: =Starbucks=! 

(Laughter) 

P17: [Inaudible segment] you know when it has gone there, when you have a =Starbucks=. 

I: That’s a good point, other thoughts? Revitalization, images, your thoughts. 

P16: Easy access. 

I: Easy access? 

P16: [Inaudible segments] But the bus services here sucks. I mean, it does! I use to catch the bus 

6 o’clock in order to be to work at 8 o’clock. 
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I: Hmm, wow. And you worked in =DC=?  

P16: No, I worked for [Inaudible segment] but the cost going back in forth was two hundred 

dollars. [Inaudible segment] that is ridiculous! And then the service is unavailable. You wait on 

the bus; they might show up five after six one morning and then show up the next morning at 

seven. [Inaudible segment] 

I: Other thoughts around… 

P17: There’s a lot of excitement going around about what’s happening on =H Street=. Um, so a 

lot of buzz that’s on my block is oh wow when =Charley’s= come, man this place really going to 

blow up. But I am skeptical about that, I am not as convinced. But I do see a lot of activity on =H 

Street= when =Charley’s= come and their building some new apartments. [Inaudible segment]  I 

am not sure if it’s going to contribute in Trinidad itself. [Inaudible segment] there’s a huge 

revitalization that’s going on right now. 

I: So when you think of revitalization, do you ever think of any negative aspects? And if so what 

are they? 

[Inaudible segment] 

(Laughter) 

I: Are there any negative aspects of revitalization that you want to avoid? 

P17: [Inaudible segment] I tried buying properties as a teacher. [Inaudible segment] the increases 

of rent, the increases of utilities [Inaudible segment]. And people are not going to be able to live 

here because the increase of rent. 

[Inaudible segment] 

P12: I had to relocate to [Inaudible segment] and I tried to get my kids in school over there but 

[Inaudible segment]. She has a vehicle so she drops the kids off. [Inaudible segment] I had to 

relocate because of a housing issue not because I wanted to. I forced to leave out the [Inaudible 

segment] I couldn’t live there; it was unsanitary for me to live there. [Inaudible segment]. The 

quickest place I could find was over there. [Inaudible segment] going back and forth with four 

girls and three buses. 

I: Wow. 

P12: Every day. That’s hard and they don’t give you no funds for that. And I don’t think it’s fair 

[Inaudible segment] 

[Inaudible segment] 

[Cross talk] 
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I: At this point I am just going to open up. Is there anything else you like to add, feel free. I am at 

the end of my questions. Is there a point that you want to go over that I did not make, please feel 

free to share. 

P17: [Inaudible segment] How the police harass them. 

P8: And I have been recording them. 

P12: And that makes a young boy feel less than a man. Especially you are getting searched in the 

middle of street. Cars go pass. [Inaudible segment] 

[Cross talk] 

P8: Most of the kids are minors. They talk to them without lawyers; they talk to them without 

their parents. It’s just terrible; it messes up your whole day. 

[Cross talk] 

P22: But folks we have been through about six focus groups and I have to tell you on lot of these 

topics we getting are clear information from you. The one on the police is really… I am really 

[Inaudible segment] Do you think this neighborhood is over policed or under policed. In some 

meetings I hear the police don’t come unless people are shooting each other. And in other 

meetings I hear you can’t walk a block without getting harassed. [Inaudible segment] I am trying 

to create a neighborhood that is attractive, where people can consider living here. [Inaudible 

segment] what is exactly happening? [Inaudible segment] police don’t really come here unless 

guns flashing and people are getting shot. So, and we had the police here. We had the police 

sitting in and listening too. So, what are the answer folks? 

P11; I say 50/50 because like a lot of people know that certain times of the months is quota time. 

Quota time [Inaudible segment]. Than the second part you got the cops versus the police.  The 

reason why I said cops versus police because you got police that would ride pass [Inaudible 

segment]. And you have police who see these cats over here saying oh wussup, you know what 

that’s about. [Inaudible segment] they chilling on the corner, Imma ride pass them, I know what 

they doing, Imma keep moving. But if you have someone who looks funny, let me stop and see 

what’s going on. [Inaudible segment] I got grocery bags… 

P22: So, what’s the answer? Is the answer that the police have to be on the street more than 

[Cross talk] 

P8: Do your job. I mean, people do get shot or robbed and they don’t come. Just like he said you 

walking down the street with a bag in your hand and they would roll up on you. And say let me 

see your I.D. [Cross talk]. That’s what I am saying they harass us. 

P12: I think that if you come into the community act like you got some sense. People do live 

here. [Inaudible segment]. Maybe we can start a petition. One for the residents and one for the 
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police. They say we are the police we can do what we want. They mess with the young kids 

because they don’t know what their rights are. They don’t know what they can do to them in 

public. They don’t know that they can’t talk to them without a lawyer. They don’t know! 

[Inaudible segment] They are the police and they are going to win. 

I: Yes sir. 

P21: [Inaudible segment] 85% of our officers are out here to protect the services. [Inaudible 

segment] I think that some people are abusing their power and they should be addressed. 

[Inaudible segment] 

(Laughter) 

P21: [Inaudible segment] the way the police officers treat the community. 

P8: if you put a pair of jeans and a t-shirt and just keep your [Inaudible segment] on. And walk 

down the street with me, I promise you everything I have they will stop you. [Inaudible segment] 

they just abuse their power. 

I: Okay, well with that. I want to thank you for your time. Please come see me before you step 

out. 

 

END OF INTERVIEW—(1 TAPE TOTAL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


